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:
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PREFACE

The counting of the genocide victims, which was initiated in 2000 by the Government of the National Union, was realized under the aegis of the ministry of Local Administration and Social Affairs (which became the department of Local Administration, of Information and Social Affairs on November 15th, 2002), with the purpose of bringing light to this tragedy and to try and reconstitute  the victims as well as their families throughout the country.

The results of this project are presented in two chapters. The introduction includes the objectives of the counting, the methodology used for this task, as well as the difficulties encountered while working on the project.

The first chapter presents the socio-demographic as well as the economic characteristics of the victims. The second chapter shows the distinct features associated with the genocide in Rwanda.

The point at which we present the results of the counting of the genocide victims, we owe gratitude to  the Government of the  National Union, which initiated this operation as well as the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Promotion for Gender and Feminism, the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture, the Ministry of Finance and of Economic Planning, the National Office of Population and the National University of Rwanda, all responsible for realizing this project and responsible for its success. 

Our gratitude is equally addressed at the local authorities and at the Rwandan people, which have understood the relevance of this operation and have collaborated in terms of obtaining the necessary information.

We would like to give special thanks for the technical equipment which we have received from the ministries and institutions cited above. Their expertise regarding the collected material, treatment and analysis of the data given by the population, has been the driving force  for the present report.

We have to inform our readers that this counting has taken place before the adoption of  the law number 47/2000 from 12/19/2000, restructuring the administrative organization  of the territory of the Republic of Rwanda, which has changed its denominations from "prefecture" to "province"; "prefecture of the City7town of Kigali" to "City/town of Kigali" and "commune" to "District or City/town".

To all who have contributed, near or far, find here an expression of our gratitude.

The Ministry of Local Administration, of 




Information and Social Affairs

BAZIVAMO Christophe

INTRODUCTION

ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF THE GENOCIDE IN RWANDA IN 1994

Commonly, the  history of Rwanda has been divided into three successive periods, namely the pre-colonial period, the  colonial period and the post-colonial period. And one takes pleasure in believing that each of these periods has its peculiar identity without taking into account their dynamic character as a whole.

It is this manner in which one believes that the pre-colonial society was static, although it was familiar with the highs and lows like all human societies. Moreover, it is incorrect to assume that the current borders of Rwanda have always been there, like it is out of the question to assume that this same Rwanda has exclusively been under the hold of the Batutsi dynasty.

This adjustment is a necessary prerequisite for the  study of the  society considered.

We  will try to answer the following questions:

· Are there elements in  the structure and/or functionality  of the Rwandan society which are favorable to the emergence of such conflict?

· If so, which are the elements that have offered a foundation for the execution of the genocide in 1994?

1. The pre-colonial period in Rwanda
The foundation of the Rwandan society was clanship, which is to say the net of families which know each other and have a common ancestor. In the beginning, these clans were independent and were managed by the heads of the families (Abatware).

These heads of the families could become kings once they have achieved recognition by other families and they could pass on their titles and privileges to their descendents. 

To better understand the situation, we propose [to read] the following passages from a text  by E. Ntezimana
 : "These latter (the clans) put together slowly and with difficulty the premises, privileges and almost sole identification and integration of families and individuals through fertilization of the  collective memory, the germination of the cultural communities, the promotion of the language ikinyarwanda,  itself like a catalyzing element, the generation of the historic and national conscience". 

And to add:

"It is because of the clan and its interior, the restricted family, that multiple

realities, contrary or complementary towards each other come to life and define

umutuanyi (the neighbor), umwanzi (the enemy), and umugenzi  (the passenger/traveler)".

As far as the military-structured society goes, the role of clans, called Abanyiginya, is indeed part of the  foreground. But without voluntary help or the unconscious complicity of many clans, the initiatives would not succeed or the results would only be short-lived".

We reveal this aspect in order to show the role played by the Rwandans themselves, as a whole, in the construction of Rwanda because the grand realm of Rwanda has been an expression of relationships between the clans. A so-called "ethnic conscience" did not exist in the beginning, rather it was all about clans.

The beginning of the conscience to belong to the group of Tutsi, Hutu, or Twa rose in the 18th century with the setting up of a permanent army. This conscience was born in the midst of these armies. The heads of these armies at that time identified themselves as Tutsi and announced that they were higher in ranking than clan leaders, and as such to have access and certain privileges. The opening of this conscience has also been a fact of a vertical administration for ground and pasturage which also dates to the 18th century. (Abatware b´ubutaka, abatware b'umukenke).2 

Certain clans have profited from the alliances and the conflicts between clans, and with an extension of  political-military power of the nyiginya dynasty a hierarchisation and changing of roles took place.

The nyiginya dynasty and its allies came by, so to speak, to dominate almost all of the current Rwanda, and the clans submissive to this domination were expected to take care of all social categories, much like their allies were to take care of all social categories. There was no feeling of solidarity between the ethnic groups. Certain cultural elements will be demonstrated below:

1)

Ubuse is part of the ceremonies which the clans Abagesera and Abazigaba had to do over each fragment of a home before  which the owner did not build his home. This created friendly relations between the two families.

2)
Marriage: There have always been marriages between the two groups, which has been attested by German researchers in the beginning of the 19th century.3
3)  
The Kubandwa ceremonies: Hutu and Tutsi could be each other's godfathers and/or patrons. And here it is a matter of great importance because it is sacred.. It goes without saying that this created a very tight relationship.

4)
The multi-class character of the clans: It is to state that the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa have found themselves in one same clan. At this hour, historians already biased to their differences, try to find an explanation - without success.

5)
The blood-pact: This pact seals the friendship between the contract partners, without reference to subdivisions which is here the issue.

According to the political plan, access to power was managed  not following the context of ethnic membership but conforming to clan membership. But this consideration is not absolute, because one has often made a new case.

The relationships between the court of Nyiginya and the other kingdoms or principalities of Northern Hutu, Northeastern Hutus, and Southeastern Hutus were not necessarily imprinted with hostilities.4 There is simply nothing but to regard the good relations which existed between the court of Nyiginya and the kings Hutu of Bukunzi and of Busozo.5
It does not take much not to forget the case of Rukara, son of Bishingwe, who revolted against Nyirayuhi V Kanjogera, at that time already member of Ingangura-rugo, proper army of Rwabugiri.6 Likewise, he would not lose the view of the fact that this Rukara, considered a Hutu, united against Musinga of Basebya, son of Nyirantwari, considered a Twa and of Ndungutse, considered a Tutsi.7 Likewise the relations of ubuhake, by some considered wrongly the pivot of the domination of the Hutu by the Tutsi, did not cover all of current Rwandan territory and did not concern all Rwandans.8
2. The colonial period

In 1920, L. Frank, The Belgian Minister for the colonies, clearly initiated an administration whose agents had to be Tutsi: "this latter [administration] must be composed uniquely of the Batutsi, in accord with the Mwami".9
Monsigneur Classe supported these directions of the Belgian Minister for the colonies in a letter that has become famous, which was written to Resident Mortehan, on September 21st, 1927. Notably it says: " Born leaders, these Tutsi have the sense of commandment... This is the secret of their installation in the country and of their seizure over them".10
The truth of this statement of Monseigneur Classe was never verified, because not only have the Tutsi not seized the country, much less, there is no such thing as a "born leader". It was a new fact which was going to legitimize the ethnic exclusion in the political commandment because it was the first time that similar declarations from influential people were expressed.

During the pre-colonial period, Hutu and Tutsi, had found their ways in  commanding  (1) the zones, which were controlled by the central power, and (2)  the periphery zones of the West., where historians have found cases of Hutu kings.

The instructions of the Ministry for Colonies, reinforced by the letters of Monseigneur Classe, had been applied across all of the administrative reforms of Mortehan between 1926 and 1931. These reforms aimed at a rational administration where only Tutsi could receive commandment. These reforms  were there in order to take away the power of certain leaders, only because they were Hutu.11 At the same time, when collecting tax, the Belgian administration would regard all Rwandans as Tutsi, who own more than 10 cows.

And so, the Belgian Ministry for the Colonies and the representative of the Catholic Church had planted, perhaps without realizing it, the germs of an "ethnic conflict".

The introduction of the work obligations, imposed by the two European powers (the administration and the clergy) reinforced a cleavage because the suffering population threw all the responsibility towards the Rwandan government which was exclusively Tutsi. Moreover the doors of the Groupe Scolaire of Butare, was open particularly for Tutsi, which in turn produced a Tutsi predominance in the job market.12
This situation was going to produce the harmful effects in the 1950s, especially  as of  February 22nd, 1957, year of the publication of "Amendment", by   the  Superior Council of the country, followed by the publication of "Note about the social aspects of the origin of racial problems in Rwanda." better known as "Bahutu Manifesto" on March 24.

The "Amendment" was catering towards the UN visit and demanded a rapid independence process, whilst the "Note about the social aspects of the origin of racial problems in Rwanda.", was published a month later on and  reacted against the aspects of the feudal system and the supremacy of the Tutsi. The die were cast and the Hutu-Tutsi problem was pushed in front.

Strangely, the signatories of the document had not entitled it "Bahutu Manifesto" from the beginning. One can think that it was not badly intended, at this level because putting the identifying terms on a title, in this case, could have been perceived as bad intentions..

The bad intentions became apparent subsequently, when Gregoire Kayibanda went to create the "Muhutu Social Movement" at Kabgayi in June of 1957, and later the Parmehutu Party (Mass Party for the Emancipation of the Hutu), on October 9th, 1959.

As reaction to the "Bahutu Manifesto", letters were signed at Nyanza, first by 12 bagaragu b'ibwami bakuru on May 17, 1958, then by 15 banyarwanda also present at Nyanza where it was declared that Hutu and Tutsi can never be brothers. These bagaragu b'ibwami bakuru identified themselves by vague terms, which showed no political status, neither in ancient nor in colonial Rwanda. They represented neither the king Rudahigwa, nor the Party UNAR which was not founded yet. They did not represent all Tutsi, not more than the signatories of the Bahutu Manifesto did not represent all  Hutu, who did not have in the least a mandate.

Furthermore, it says that bagaragu b'ibwami bakuru  was a vehicle for uncommon ideas of the traditional ideology of the court.13
The years 1958 and 1959 were essentially marked by the central debates about the  acknowledgement or not of the Hutu-Tutsi problem, the death of Mutara III Rudahigwa, the succession of Kigeri V Ndahinduwa, the birth of the political parties and the begin of what some call the revolution, others the genocide, the replacement of some Tutsi authorities by Hutu.

The most important declarations came from king Mutara III Rudahigwa who addressed the problem on June 12, 1958 and those of Jean-Paul Harroy  from  the General Council at Bujumbura, on December 3, 1958,  through which he  acknowledged the essential problem and put it in the following words14 " However, there is an undeniable problem, in this country of unequal conditions, to which it is necessary to bring solutions. There is a problem of pauperism in general which touches the masses, more so the entire population with political social and economic oppression on the part of a certain number of representatives of local authorities. The acceptance of economically weak masses seems to become more pronounced every year."

Moreover, he identified the Tutsi: " However given too much decency, misused, and possibly harmful, the incontestable fact remains  today - I insist, today - the men who call themselves Tutsi, who are Tutsi, compose an enormous majority in the ruling groups of the country, and possess a proportionally enormous majority of the wealth in terms of property and transferables".15
A year later on, Monseigneur Perraudin  went to spill off, in Kinyarwanda, in the missions which kept the discourse of Harroy of Bujumbura. He says the following: " In our Rwanda, says he, the differences and social inequalities are mostly

linked to the racial differences, in that sense that the wealth on one hand and the political and juridical power on the other hand are in reality in the hands of one race."16
Perhaps, in order to solve this problem in his own way, at the reunion of the commune with the party APRSOMA (Association for the social promotion for the masses), held in Butare in September 1959, Gregoire Kayibanda gave the content of his program: " Our movement caters towards the Hutu group, outraged, humiliated and misunderstood by the Tutsi invader. If we would want to give them our service, let's avoid getting caught in a play of words...Numerous people of them would ask to know what APROSMA means. In their response it says "the enemies of Mwami", it says " a monster which will devour the Batutsi" We must  explain to the masses, that we are here to restitute the country to its owners; this is the country of the Bahutu. The little Mututsi have come with the great. The forest has been cleared by whom? By the Gahutu. Well, then!"17
It is widely accepted that the "revolution" was set off by 8 young people sometimes qualified as Tutsi, sometimes qualified as militants of the UNAR which have taunted and mistreated Dominique Mbonyumutwa, one of the few Hutu subleaders at this time. According to the story, Mbonyumutwa was just about to go to Toussaint Mass at Byimana. It was November 1, 1959. The sound grabbed the region when Mbonyumutwa was just about to be killed by the Tutsi. That was the start of  the path to violence against Tutsi. This scenario was also repeated in Ruhengeri, where one could hear the sound when Baltazar Bicamumpaka, a popular Hutu leader of  the region, was about to be killed by Tutsi. This scenario was going to repeat itself on April 6, 1994, when certain leaders proclaimed loudly and strongly, that President Habyarimana had been killed by the Tutsi. The Tutsi were going to be killed, the homes were going to burn, others were going to beg for an exile and the Tutsi authorities were going to be driven out of their command positions.

This last act was going to be the work of Colonel G. Logiest. It was him, who took the initiative to replace the Tutsi leaders and subleaders with Hutus.18 That was going against the instructions of Minister L. Franck, from 1920.

The years 1960-1962 were essentially marked by the communal elections, the UN debates, the creation of the National Guard, the proclamation of the Republic, the legislative election and the recovery from the independence.

The communal elections of June/July of 1960  were won by the Parmehutu, following an electoral law, which was extraordinarily favorable to them. This law was developed by the Belgian Administration.

This electoral victory was going to be reinforced by the creation of the National Guard on September 13, 1960. It was a Guard for the Parmehutu, a product purely from Colonel Logiest, 

because one would recruit the pure and sturdy Hutu, the ones who could, one believed, build the monopoly in Northern Rwanda.19
Later on, on September 21, 1992, 32 years later, the state's assistant of this army was going to define the Tutsi as state enemies.20  Not surprising then, that later, the officers of this army were to be involved in the genocide of 1994.

3. The post - colonial period

The proclamation of the temporary Republic, on January 28, 1961,  was an easy way to hoist the power of the Parmehutu party and to protect it at a moment, where it just dried its tears from a defeat at a meeting in Ostende which took place from  January 7-12, 1961.21  The proclamation was registered as part of the ideology which directed the communal elections and the creation of the National Guard.  In fact, to install the Parmehutu with power, was to continue the  importance of the ethnic component in terms of power and thus to perpetuate the colonial ideology. 

Rwanda, an independent republic since July 1, 1962, was going to develop into a chopping and changing ideology of the Parmehutu. The political discourse was to praise the Hutu industriousness in comparison with Tutsi lazybones, parasites who live by taking advantage of the Hutu.22
Consequently, the Hutu became essentially democratic, at the moment when the Tutsi were feudal-born. In fact,  nothing stopped them to assert that when the monarchy  was rejected on September 25, 1961, it was done so exclusively by the Hutu. It's like Hutu monarchs had never existed.  The Hutu became an over and above  synonym  for the "majority", as opposed to the Tutsi "minority". Then the majority instead of being based on democracy, was based on ethnicity. And being Hutu became a political quality irrelevant to other signs of competence.

However despite them being stereotypical lazybones and parasites, the Tutsi were representing a majority in schools and in the job market. Consequently one was going to drive them out of schools and the job market in 1973.23
Tutsi who took refuge in foreign countries were presented like terrorists, enemies of Rwanda and Africa.24
The idea is the of Colonel Logiest. Commissar Godard, of the Criminal Investigation Department, at one point, has made the following remarks to Colonel Logiest: "It is necessary to take into account the fact that an 

intervention from the outside could help set off an action from the inside, in this sense that the trained terrorists from the outside could insert themselves into the country to spread trouble and provoke the insurrectionary movements of certain population groups at any given moment".

And Logiest answered: If such a movement will be called into life by the Tutsi, it will be the prognostication of their massacre by the Hutu. I think that the Tutsi, as a whole, realize this".25
In March of 1964, President Kayibanda repeated it [addressing the Tutsi]: " Supposing the impossible, that you came to take Kigali by storm, how would you assess the chaos in which you will become the first victims?  You will say among yourselves: "this will be the final and hurried end of the Tutsi race" Who is exterminated?"26 

In 1976, President Habyarimana said the same thing: " About the Hutu-Tutsi issue, it also exists in the other prefectures. According to the History of Rwanda, we observe that the Tutsi claim being descendants of heaven, ...., these Tutsi who provoke the Hutu to forget that if the hour of massacres should come again, it will be them to pay the price. Obviously the Hutu are the majority, the power is theirs".27
He introduces the fact that in 1976, no Tutsi dared to defy the regime of Habyarimana. Another element introduced, was Habyarimana's awareness of the  cyclic pattern of Tutsi massacres. He bragged with it to induce fear.

Perhaps, the current power wishes  for a possibility to massacre the Tutsi. A situation like this has been observed in 1963, with the attack of the Inyenzi.28
It is in this ideological atmosphere that the FPR (Patriotic Front of Rwanda) has thrown an offensive against the power in Kigali, on October 1, 1990.  The fight was notably for the unity and democracy was gravely compromised by the ideology of hatrage. The regime counterattacked that this attack had the objective to restore the monarchy and the ancient privileges of the Tutsi.

This was a way to raise awareness of an opinion that was already part of the divisionist politics and it served as a psychological preparation for the violence.29 Arbitrary arrests

and massacres of Tutsi followed, especially in the north-west of the country, in Kigali, and in Bugesera.30
After the death of President Habyarimana, on April 6, 1994, a temporary government was formed on April 8, 1994. This government was led by President Sindikubwabo Theodore who did not preach the massacres of Tutsi. In fact, on April 19, 1994, President Sindikubwabo has held a memorable speech calling the violence, in those terms, warped but comprehensible. Then at the end of his speech he said: " Dear brothers, I would like to end my speech here. But I will repeat the following to you: I want that you receive this message clearly; that you understand the sense of each of the words used, and the reasons for which they are used. Know that we are crossing difficult moments right now. Thus, cease to joke, to dream, to go for walks, to be dupes, at this moment of work. After the victory, when things will be calm again, you can joke again. But right now, it is no time for jokes. May God be with you".31
The raging massacres descending from the ethnisation of power culminated in the genocide of 1994. This event is described in this work.

Chapter 1: METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

In the period between October of 1990 and December of 1994 Rwanda was characterized by genocide and massacres without precedent, which have cast a tragic shadow over the country, and have destructured the Rwandan society. Furthermore, the exact number of victims have given place to speculation and remain a subject of controversy.

Concerned with shedding light on this tragedy, the Rwandan Government has taken on the task of counting the victims of the genocide,  which serves as attempt to reconstitute the families and  victims across the country.

1.1. Objective of the study

1.
To know the families and the names of the genocide and massacre victims. 

2.
To know the number of the genocide and massacre victims across the country in terms of facilitating a work to them remember by.

3.
To identify the most affected sites of the genocide in order to allow the Government of the National Union to concentrate there their efforts to reconcile the Rwandan people.

1.2. Who are the victims of the genocide?
The definition of the concept of genocide victim used in this particular study is based on the law number 8/96: "[genocide victims] are all persons which have been killed in the period between 10/1/1990 and 12/31/1994 because they are tutsi or they can be associated by lineage with a tutsi, or they are  friends with a tutsi or have a particular affinity with one, or they exhibit political thoughts and/or belong to a political party contrary to the ideology of the divisionist politics before 1994".

1.3. Variables of the survey

Given the delicacy of the study, a simple and short survey was used, the questions have included the following variables:


names of the victims


connection to the head of the household


age of victims at time of death


sex of victims


the month or the year of the death or the moment of their disappearance


primary job of victim


the manner in which the victim was killed


the place at which the victim was killed


the motive of the murder

1.4. Choice of respondents
In the case of a family completely decimated, or in the case of a family whose survivors do not live at this place any longer, the respondent was a neighbor or any other person of the commune, who could provide answers regarding the household of the victim(s).

In the case of a family of which at least one survivor still lives in the commune, it is the head of the household who responds or in his/her absence all other family members.

1.5. Organization of the Work

Under coordination of the Ministry of Local Administration and Social Affaires, a technical committee, composed of members from the National University of Rwanda, from the Statistics Department, from the National Office of Population and the Social Ministries (Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Gender and Feminism  and the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture) took on the project..

This committee was in charge of designing and developing the survey, the preparation of the technical documents (instruction manuals for the  census agents, the controllers and the supervisors), and the formation and the supervision of the collection of the data.

1.6. Recruitment of the staff for the counting
The recruitment conditions for a work so delicate and of such great scope deserve particular attention.

The required conditions are listed below:


To be inherent to or to have sufficient knowledge of the environment


To be a respectable person with moral integrity


To have lived in the environment during the period of the genocide and the massacres


To be able to write and read Kinyarwanda correctly


To be able to work in teams


To never have been sucked into the crimes of genocide

The census agents:

On basis of the criterions listed above, the census agents are recruited by the local authorities and the elected people in charge..

The communal controllers:

The communal controllers have been recruited on the basis of the same criterions, but were selected from among the teachers and the elected people in charge.

The prefectural supervisors:

The prefectural supervisors have been chosen from among the local authorities and the heads of service on the provincial level.

1.7. Formation of the counting staff

On the national level, 60 prefectural supervisors , from each province 4 and 16 from the prefecture of the City/Town of Kigali (PVK) were recruited as trainers and have contributed so much to the enriching discussions and have improved the content and questions of the survey and have defined the conditions of recruitment for the staff in charge of leading the activities on the communal level: 

controller (quality, number and strategy for covering the entire district);

On the prefectural level, the 60 supervisors were deployed in their prefectures in order to recruit the controllers with the managerial staff in the national technical committee. At this level, 724 controllers were recruited and have trained during 3 days with the support of the members of the technical coordination committee.. This phase was deciding for the finalization of the survey.

At the communal level, 1825 census agents were recruited and trained. Their training took also 3 days.

1.8. Treatment of the data

After studying and coding the data, the data was [calculated] (original translation: captured) with the help of Logical IMPS (Integrated MicroComputer Processing System).

The datasheet was developed according to the various variables of the survey.

1.9. Limitation of the Study

This exercise has experienced some constraints, the most notable ones are:

a)
The individualism of the majority of the urban population and their indifference with regards to the data collection, so as to have the effect that the information there has not been given exhaustively

b)
The omissions due to the forgetfulness  of the respondent based on the amount of time that has passed since the genocide 

c)
The fear to  speak about the victims in order to not be questioned  like a witness in court

d)
The lack of information in certain zones where families where entirely decimated;

e)
The remarkable forgetfulness of names and size of victim families, which is occasionally reflected in the significant difference between the declared victim size and the victim size accounted for

f)
The fear to testify because one could be the next potential target for genocide criminals who are not yet disarmed

g)
The refusal of certain genocide survivors to answer questions under the pretext that the government" has not yet done anything in their favor".

h)
The counting of the genocide victims has taken place almost at the same time as the GACACA, which made certain people believe that this exercise was going to trap the witnesses and authors of the genocide
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The results of the current publication does not contain names of the victims like the survey planned, in accordance with the Presidential Stop (Arrete Presidentiel) number 18/77 from 7/26/1977 guaranties statistical confidentiality.

2.1. Declared and Accounted for32
The counting of the genocide victims, undergone in July of 2000 by the ministry of Local Administration and Social Affairs has recorded 1.074.017 declared victims and 934.218 victims accounted for.

The information gathered by the  victims´ neighbors, the survivors and other locals, is analyzed in the following pages.

Table 1: Distribution of the Number of Victims Declared and the Number of Victims Accounted for

TABLE 1

The highest number of genocide victims, which were accounted for, were recorded in the prefectures of Butare (22,1%), Kigali Ngali (14,6%), Gitarama (12,1%), PVK (10,5%) and Gikongoro (10,3%). In the prefectures of Byumba (0,7%), Ruhengeri (1,3%) and Umutara (2,1%) were the recorded numbers for accounted genocide victims comparatively low.

The percentage of non responses represent 13% of  the whole of declared victims. For different reasons were the  highest percentages of non responses recorded in the prefectures of Umutara (28%), Ruhengeri (25,5%), PVK (24,7%), Kigali Ngali (17,6%), Kibuye (13,8%), Byumba (12,4%), and Gitarama (12,3%).

The recorded numbers for the prefectures of Butare (6,4%), Kibungo (7%), Cyangugu (7,6%) and Gisenyi (8,6%) were low.

2.2.  Kinship connections with the head of the household

In the country as a whole, it appears that 97.6% of the genocide victims have had kinship connections with the head of the household. The connection with the head of the household was a matter of being his/her spouse, child, mother or father, or sibling.

Table 2: Distribution of the genocide victims per prefecture, according to kinship connections (family ties) with the head of the household (in %)33, 34
TABLE 2

Among the genocide victims, with 50.1%, children  made up the great majority. The prefectures of Butare (11.6%), Kigali Ngali (7.4%), Gitarama (6%) and Gikongoro (5.4%) recorded the highest percentages. The recorded numbers for the prefectures of Byumba (0.3%), Ruhengeri (0.6%), Umutara (1.1%) and Gisenyi (1.6%) were comparatively low.

Of the genocide victims, 19.4% represent the head of the households, with most of them in Butare (4.5%), PVK (2.5%), Gitarama and Kigali Ngali (both 2.3%), and Gikongoro (2%). The lowest percentages could be found in the prefectures of Byumba (0.1%), Ruhengeri (0.3%), Gisenyi and Umutara (both 0.5%).

12.7% of all genocide victims had a spousal relationship with the head of the household. The highest percentages were to be found in Butare (2.6%), Kigali Ngali (1.7%), Gitarama (1.6%) and Gikongoro (1.5%). The lowest percentages were recorded in  the prefectures of Byumba (0.1%), Ruhengeri (0.2%), Umutara (0.3%) and Gisenyi (0.5%).

Of the genocide victims, 10.5% were siblings of the head of the household. Most of them were recorded in Butare and Kigali Ngali (both 2.1%), PVK (1.3%) and Gitarama (1.1%).

.

The lowest percentages were recorded in the prefectures of Byumba, Ruhengeri and Umutara (all 0.1%).

2.3. Structure of genocide victims according to age group

The genocide in Rwanda did not spare any particular age group in any of the prefectures.

Table 3: Distribution of genocide victims according to age groups by prefecture (in %).

TABLE 3

On the whole, the percentage of children and young people from ages 0-24  struck by the genocide, was much greater (53.8%) than the percentages of victims at the adult ages of 25 to 64 (41.3%) and the percentage of people older than 65 (4.5%).

In the prefectures of Butare (12.2%), Kigali Ngali (8.3%), Gitarama (6.1%), Gikongoro (5.7%) and Kibungo (5.1%) was the percentage of victims younger than 24 highest.

The percentage of adults (25-64) was highest in the prefectures of Butare (9%), Kigali Ngali (5.6%), Gitarama (5.3%) and PVK (5.1%). 

The percentage of victims older than 65 was highest in the prefectures of Butare (0.9%), Gitarama and Kigali Ngali (0.7%) and Gikongoro (0.5%).

2.4. Distribution of genocide victims according to their sex
The genocide has affected both sexes within the population, however, more men than women as the following table will show.

Table 4: Distribution of genocide victims according to their sex (in %)
TABLE 4

On the whole, the percentage of male victims (56.4%) is higher than the percentage of female victims (43.3%), except for the prefecture of Gisenyi, where the percentage of male victims is equal to the percentage of female victims (both 1.9%)

The highest percentage of male victims can be found in the prefectures of Butare (12.4%), Kigali Ngali (7.7%), Gitarama (7.4%), and PVK (6.4%). In the prefectures of Byumba (0.5%), Ruhengeri (0.8%) and Umutara (1.2%) are the percentages the lowest.

Most of  the female victims were recorded in Butare (9.7%), Kigali Ngali (6.9%),  Gikongoro (4.9%) and Gitarama (4.7%). The lowest percentages were found in (equal to the male lowest percentages) in Byumba (0.2%), Ruhengeri (0.5%), and Umutara (0.9%).

2.5. Distribution of genocide victims according to their primary profession

All of the socio-professional sectors were affected by the genocide.

Table 5: Distribution of genocide victims  per prefecture, according to their primary profession (in %).35
TABLE 5

Among the genocide victims, the  farmers/cultivators were most affected (48.2%), followed by the students (21.2%), the independent workers (4.7%), the unemployed (3.7%), and the people working for the public and private sector (both 1.8%).

Most of the  victims who were farmers/cultivators came from Butare (11.6%), Kigali Ngali (7.1%), Gitarama (6.7%) and Gikongoro (5.7%).

The proportion of students dying was highest in the prefecture of Butare (4.4%), Kigali Ngali (3.4%), PVK (2.6%), Gitarama and Kibungo (both 2.2%).

The independent workers represent a equally important proportion of victims in all of the following prefectures: PVK (2.1%), Butare and Kigali Ngali ( both 0.6%), and Gitarama (0.5%).

The agents working for the public sector were most affected in the prefectures of PVK (0.7%), Butare (0.3%), Gitarama and Kigali Ngali (both 0.2%); those agents working for the private sector were most affected in the prefectures of PVK (1%), Butare and Kigali Ngali (both 0.2%).

The unemployed group was not spared by the genocide either. This group was most affected by the genocide in the prefectures of Butare and PVK (both 0.8%), Gikongoro, Kibuye and Kigali Ngali (all 0.4%).

Chapter 3: PARTICULARITIES OF THE GENOCIDE IN RWANDA

3.1. Distribution of the genocide victims according to date of death

The genocide in Rwanda has begun well before 1994, with the begin of the liberation war on October 1st, 1990 by the Patriotic Front of Rwanda.

Table 6: Distribution of the genocide victims according to date of death (in %).
TABLE 6

The genocide has begun well before 1994. It started in 1990 in the prefectures of Gisenyi (0.09%), Umutara (0.04%), Byumba (0.02%) and PVK (0.01%) and continued until 1994. It started in 1991 in the prefecture of Ruhengeri (0.05%), in 1992 in the prefecture of Kigali Ngali (0.05%), in 1993 in the prefecture of Butare (0.01%), in 1994 in the prefecture of Gitarama (0.01%).

The culmination point was reached between April and December of 1994 in which time period 99.24% of all genocide victims throughout the country were recorded. At the level of the prefectures, the number of genocide victims was highest in Butare (22.14%), Kigali Ngali (14.6%), Gitarama (12.12%), PVK (10.5%) and Gikongoro (10.32%).

3.2  Distribution of the genocide victims according to method by which they were killed

The genocide in Rwanda draws attention to itself by the ways by which the victims were killed, by the places and motives of the murder.

Table 7: Distribution of the genocide victims per prefecture, according to method by which they were killed (view table on the next page)
On the whole, those which were killed by machete represent the biggest proportion (37.88%), especially in the prefectures of Kigali Ngali (7.7%),k Butare (7.4%), Kibungo (4.75%), PVK 83.64%) and Kibuye (3.18%).

The second method used, in order of importance, was the club (16.78%). In order to show their intransigence towards their victims, the killers baptized them with the words " nta mpongano y' umwanzi", which is to say  "There is no sacrifice for the enemy". This instrument was especially used in the prefectures of Butare (4.79%), Gitarama (2.52%), Kigali Ngali (1.85%), Gikongoro (1.83%), Cyangugu (1.66%), and Kibuye (1.58%).

14.8% of the genocide victims were killed by firearms (principally the rifle). This weapon was used particularly in the prefectures of PVK 83.24%), Gikongoro (2.72%), Butare (2.7%), Kigali Ngali (1.58%) and Kibuye (1.21%).

Those who were beat to death made up 8.65% of the genocide victims. These numbers were highest in Butare (2.83%), Gitarama (1.34%), Kibungo (1.01%), Kigali Ngali (0.89%) and Gikongoro (0.84%).

Those who were thrown into the water represent 4.22% of the victims. The numbers were highest in the prefectures of Gitarama (1.81%), Butare (0.7%), Kigali Ngali (0.52%) and Kibungo (0.43%).

Some people disappeared (3.14% of the victims), especially from the prefectures of Butare (0.46%), Kigali Ngali )0.44%), Kibuye (0.42%), Gikongoro and PVK (both 0.33%) and Gitarama (0.3%).

Another unusual way of killing, was to throw people into toilets (3.67%), especially in the prefectures of Gitarama (1.09%), Butare (0.81%), PVK (0.46%) and Kigali Ngali (0.4%).

Fire was used by the killers in order to burn the  residence and its occupants (2.26%), especially in the prefectures of Gikongoro (0.51%), and Butare and Kigali Ngali (both 0.35%) and PVK (0.29%).

Old people, for the most part, were forced to abandon their homes and to starve (0.8%), especially in the prefectures of Gitarama (0.35%), PVK (0.1%), and Butare (0.09%), Kigali Ngali (0.07% and Cyangugu (0.06%).

Table 7: Distribution of the genocide victims  per prefecture, according to method by which they were killed (in %).

TABLE:  7

Women became objects of a very particular form of violence. They were disemboweled/gored (0.39%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (0.07%), PVK and Kigali Ngali (both 0.05%) and Gitarama (0.03%). They were raped (0.24%), especially in the prefectures of Butare and PVK (bot 0.06%), Kigali Ngali (0.04%) and Gitarama (0.03%).

Certain victims were forced to commit suicide (0.25%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (0.05%), Gitarama (0.04%), Kibungo and Kibuye (both 0.03%).

Others were hung (0.17%), especially in the prefectures of PVK (0.04%), Butare and Gitarama (both 0.03%).

Infants and children were crushed against a wall (0.19%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (0.05%), Gitarama and PVK (both 0.04%). Babies were crushed (0.05%), especially in the prefectures of Butare, Kigali Ngali and PVK (all 0.01%).

3.3 Distribution of genocide victims according to the place of the killing

All possible places of refuge (churches, public buildings, schools and hospitals) became places of killings.

Table 8: Distribution of genocide victims per prefecture, according to the place of the killing (in %).

TABLE 8

On the whole of the country, the majority of the killings were committed on the hills (59.3%), in the churches (11.6%), in homes (9.3%), in the water (4.3%) and even in public administrative offices (3.9%).

Victims were killed on the hills "ku gasozi" (59.3%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (13.9%), Gitarama (7.7%), Kigali Ngali (9.3%), PVK (6.2%), Kibuye (5.2%) and Kibungo (5%).

Victims were killed in churches (11.6%), especially in the prefectures of Gikongoro (3.2%), Kigali Ngali (1.7%), Butare and Kibungo (both 1.6%), and Cyangugu (1.2%).

Victims were killed in their homes (9.3%), especially in the prefectures of PVK (2.4%), Butare (1.6%), and Kigali Ngali (1.5%).

Victims were thrown into the water (4.3%), especially in the prefectures of Gitarama (1.8%), Butare (0.8%), Kigali Ngali (0.5%) and Kibungo (0.4%).

Victims were also killed in public service offices (3.9%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (1.3%), Gikongoro (0.6%),Kibungo and Kibuye (both 0.5%).

Victims were also killed in schools (1.9%), especially in the prefectures o Butare (0.6%), Gikongoro (0.4%), Kibungo (0.3%) and Kibuye (0.2%).

Barriers were established on roads and footpaths to track down victims (1.5%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (0.4%), Gitarama and PVK (both 0.3%) and Kigali Ngali (0.2%).

Victims were also killed in hospitals (0.7%), especially in the prefectures of Butare (0.3%), Cyangugu, Gikongoro, and Kibuye (all 0.1%).

2.4 Distribution of genocide victims according to the motive of the killing

If the most common motive for the killing was being tutsi, there  were also other reasons behind the murders during the genocide.

Table 9: Distribution of genocide victims  per prefecture, according to the motive of the killing (in %).

TABLE 9

The great majority of victims were killed because they were identified as tutsi (93.67%), especially in Butare (21.49%), Kigali Ngali (13.91%), Gitarama (11.65%), Gikongoro (9.97%), PVK (8.62%) and Kibungo (8.56%).

The proportion of those killed because they had morphological similarities with tutsis (0.85%), was highest in the prefectures of PVK (0.21%), Kigali Ngali 0.11%), Gitarama (0.1%), and Butare (0.09%).

The proportion of those killed because of their ideas contrary to those of the killers (0.64%) was highest in the prefectures of PVK (0.24%), Ruhengeri (0.08%) and Umutara (0.06%).

Likewise, the proportion of those killed because they maintained friendly relations with tutsi (0.37%) was highest  in the prefectures of PVK (0.08%), Butare (0.05%), Byumba, Kigali Ngali and Ruhengeri (all 0.04%).

Of those who were killed because they were married to a tutsi (0.32%), the numbers are highest in the prefectures of Butare (0.07%), PVK (0.06%), Gitarama and Kigali Ngali (both 0.04%) and Umutara (0.03%).

The proportion of those who were killed because they were married to somebody with ideas contrary to the ones of the killers was highest in the prefectures of PVK (0.09%) and Kigali Ngali (0.03%).

Others were killed because they were hiding refugees (0.17%), especially in the prefectures of PVK 80.06%), Butare, Gitarama, Kigali Ngali, and Umutara (all 0.02%).

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

CONCLUSION

In the period between October of 1990 and December of 1994 Rwanda is characterized by genocide and massacres without precedent, which have cast a tragic shadow over the country, and have destructured the Rwandan society. Furthermore, the exact number of victims have given place to speculation and remain a subject of controversy. Concerned with shedding light on this tragedy, the Rwandan Government has taken on the task of counting the victims of the genocide,  which serves as attempt to reconstitute the families and  victims across the country.

The counting of the genocide victims, undergone in July of 2000 by the Ministry of Local Administration and Social Affairs has recorded 1.074.017 declared victims and 934.218 victims accounted for. The highest number of genocide victims, which were accounted for, were recorded in the prefectures of Butare (22,1%), followed by Kigali Ngali (14,6%), Gitarama (12,1%), PVK (10,5%) and Gikongoro (10,3%). 

The genocide in Rwanda did not spare any particular age group in any of the prefectures. On the whole, the percentage of children and young people from ages 0-24  struck by the genocide, was much more significant (53.8%) than the percentages of victims at the adult ages of 25 to 64 (41.3%) and the percentage of people older than 65 (4.5%), except for the prefectures of PVK and Byumba, where the proportion of adult victims was much higher than that of children and young adults, respectively 5.14% and 0.34% versus 4.9% and 0.32%.

The genocide has affected both sexes within the population, however, more men than women, except for the prefecture of Gisenyi where the genocide has struck both sexes equally. This situation is corroborated by the results of the Socio-demographic  Inquiry of 1996, according to which the proportion of the female population has increased from 51% to 54% between 1991 and 1996. This equally explains the augmentation of the proportion of female heads of the household which has risen from 25% to 34% between 1991 and 1996.

All of the socio-professional sectors were affected by the genocide. The farmers/cultivators were most affected in the prefectures of Butare (11.6%), Kigali Ngali (7.1%), Gitarama (6.7%) and Gikongoro (5.7%). Most of the students were killed in the prefectures of Butare (4.4%), Kigali Ngali (3.4%), PVK (2.6%), Gitarama and Kibungo (both 2.2%). 

The genocide in Rwanda has begun well before 1994, with the begin of the liberation war on October 1st, 1990 by the Patriotic Front of Rwanda. The genocide has begun before 1994; in 1990 in the prefectures of Gisenyi, Umutara, Byumba, and PVK; in 1991 in the prefecture of Ruhengeri; in 1992 in the prefecture of Kigali Ngali; in 1993 in the prefecture of Butare; in 1994 in the prefecture of Gitarama. The culmination point was reached between April and December of 1994 in which time period 99.24% of all genocide victims throughout the country were recorded.

Those who were killed by machete represent the biggest proportion (37.88%), especially in the prefectures of Kigali Ngali (7.7%), Butare (7.4%), Kibungo (4.75%), PVK (83.64%) and Kibuye (3.18%). Firearms were used particularly in the prefectures of PVK (83.24%), Gikongoro (2.72%), Butare (2.7%), Kigali Ngali (1.58%) and Kibuye (1.21%). The cases of people beat to death were especially high in Butare (2.83%), Gitarama (1.34%), Kibungo (1.01%), Kigali Ngali (0.89%) and Gikongoro (0.84%).

All possible places of refuge (churches, public buildings, schools and hospitals) became places of killings. The majority of the killings were committed on the hills (ku gasozi): 59.3% on the whole of the country. , Victims were also killed in the churches (11.6%), especially in the prefectures of Gikongoro (3.2%), Kigali Ngali (1.7%), Butare and Kibungo (both 1.6%), and Cyangugu (1.2%).

If the most common motive for the killing was being tutsi, there  were also other reasons behind the murders during the genocide.

The majority of victims were killed because they were identified as tutsi (93.67=.

The proportion of those killed because they had morphological similarities with tutsis (0.85%), was highest in the prefectures of PVK (0.21%), Kigali Ngali 0.11%), Gitarama (0.1%), and Butare (0.09%).The proportion of those killed because of their ideas contrary to those of the killers was highest in the prefectures of PVK (0.24%), Ruhengeri (0.08%) and Umutara (0.06%).

RECOMMENDATION

Considering the limitations of this exercise, facing various constraints (the individualism of the urban population and their indifference with regards to the data collection, the omissions due to the forgetfulness of the respondents, the fear of the victims to speak because they may be called before the justice system, the lack of information in certain zones where entire families where entirely decimated; etc.), this work is not exhaustive; the figures presented in this report are minimal. It is therefore recommended to complete and this counting using other more detailed studies, in order to fill the observable gaps.
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32 Declared victims are those whom neighbors, survivors or other locals have reported to have lived in a particular household and have been victims of the genocide without being able to provide all information asked in the survey.


Victims accounted for are those whom neighbors, survivors or other locals have reported to have lived in a particular household and have been victims of the genocide, and for whom they can provide all information asked in the survey


33 CM signifies chef de menage, the head of the household, who can be a man, woman or even a child depending upon the case


34 ND (appears in the table), signifies NON DEFINI (not defined). These are the persons which do not answer the question.


35 NC signifies NON CONCERNES (does not apply). Those to whom the question does not apply, for instance pre-school children and people older than 65 cannot answer a question regarding  their primary profession.





