Rwanda 1991 Census Codebook

Data file: ninetyone_census_jan09.xls

Usage note: This codebook is based on notes and references I recorded while entering the data. At this time, I am waiting to (re-)receive the physical census document from Columbia. When it arrives in a few days, I will update any incorrect variable interpretations and also add complete page references for the data. The updated data file and codebook will be called “ninetyone_census_feb09.xls” and “ninetyone_codebook_feb09.doc”, respectively. 

Discrepancies between the print and my data files are highlighted in yellow and notated. Missing data are indicated by a “-” character. The only missing data are the 1978 population figures for the three communes of Kigali-Ville. The Kigali prefecture was not split in 1978. The growth rates presented in green are an average for the Kigali-Ville area from 1978-1991.  

File contents: 4 worksheets

1. Prefectures: 46 variables for each of Rwanda’s 12 prefectures, plus a header.

2. Communes: 48 variables for each of Rwanda’s 145 communes, plus a header.

3. Communes_w_Prefectures: A hybrid worksheet of the above two, complete with all 47 variables. 


Variables
Here describing each of the 47 relevant columns. Variable names should be compatible with ArcGIS 9.2.Most variables, with the exception of gender and population data (the 3rd to 9th columns of the Communes worksheet) are available only at the prefecture-level. Unless otherwise noted, all data is for 1991.
Identifiers

COMMUNE – The name of the commune. Does not appear on the Prefectures worksheet. 

PREFECTURE – The name of the prefecture, or the prefecture of which the commune is a part.

Population/Demography Variables
M78 – The male population of the commune or prefecture in 1978.

F78 – The female population of the commune or prefecture in 1978.

T78 – The total population of the commune or prefecture in 1978.

M91 – The male population of the commune or prefecture in 1991.

F91– The female population of the commune or prefecture in 1991.

T91 – The total population of the commune or prefecture in 1991.

T_ANN_CHANGE – Annual population growth for the commune or prefecture from 1978 to 

1991. May be unreliable for Kigali prefecture, see note at beginning. 
PREF_POP_91 – The 1991 population of the prefecture in which the commune resides. Useful 

for computing percentages of certain categories, if desired. Does not appear on the Prefectures 

worksheet.

Ethnicity Variables
PHUTU – Percent of the prefecture that is Hutu. Prefecture-level data only. 
PTUTSI – Percent of the prefecture that is Tutsi. Prefecture-level data only.

PTWA – Percent of the prefecture that is Twa. Prefecture-level data only.

POTHER – Percent of the prefecture that is neither Hutu, Tutsi, nor Twa. Prefecture-level data only. 

Age/Demography Variables
A0 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 0. Prefecture-level data only.

A1to4 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 1-4. Prefecture-level data only.

A5to9 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 5-9. Prefecture-level data only.

A10to14 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 10-14. Prefecture-level data only.

A15to19– Number of persons in the prefecture age 15-19. Prefecture-level data only.

A20to24 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 20-24. Prefecture-level data only.

A25to29 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 25-29. Prefecture-level data only. 

A30to34 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 30-34 Prefecture-level data only.

A35to39 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 35-39. Prefecture-level data only.

A40to44 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 40-44. Prefecture-level data only.

A45to49 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 45-49. Prefecture-level data only.

A50to54 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 50-54. Prefecture-level data only.

A55to59 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 55-59. Prefecture-level data only.

A60to64 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 60-64. Prefecture-level data only.

A65to69 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 65-69. Prefecture-level data only.

A70to74 – Number of persons in the prefecture age 70-74. Prefecture-level data only.

A75plus – Number of persons in the prefecture age 75 or older. Prefecture-level data only.
Economic/Labor Variables
POP_ACT_10plus – Number of persons “active” who are ten or older. Prefecture-level data only.

ROUGH_ACT_PCT – The rough “active percentage” of the population. Specifically 

POP_ACT_10plus over the total prefecture population. Prefecture-level data only.

POP_ACT_AGE – The number of persons in the prefecture of an active age (not defined in the census document, but 10+ is used extensively in other categories, such as POP_ACT_10plus). Prefecture-level data only. 
POP_ACT_PCT – A better metric of the active percentage of the population. POP_ACT_10plus over POP_ACTAGE. Prefecture-level data only. 

PCT_WORK_AG – Percent of the (active) population working in agriculture. Prefecture-level data only. 
PCT_IND_LABOR – Percent “industrial labor” versus familial and other categories of labor. More details on page 110 of the final census results. Additional industry categories, beyond agriculture, also available. This variable not very useful in the meantime. Prefecture-level data only.

Education Variables
LIT_91 – Literacy rate in 1991 for the prefecture. Discussion around pages 130-136. Will determine to the best of my ability and documentation the exact metric used. Prefecture-level data only. 

LIT_78 – Literacy rate in 1978 for the prefecture. Discussion around pages 130-136. Will determine to the best of my ability and documentation the exact metric used. Prefecture-level data only. 

Religion Variables
PCT_CATH – Percent of the population that is Catholic. Prefecture-level data only.

PCT_PROT – Percent of the population that is Protestant. Prefecture-level data only.

PCT_ADVENT – Percent of the population that is Adventist. Prefecture-level data only.

PCT_MUSLIM – Percent of the population that is Muslim. Prefecture-level data only.

PCT_TRADREL – Percent of the population that engages in traditional religious practices. 

Prefecture-level data only.

PCT_OTHERREL – Percent of the population expressing their religion as “other.” Prefecture-level data only. 

PCT_WOREL – Percent of the population claiming to practice no religion. Prefecture-level data only. 

PCT_NDREL – Percent not disclosing their religious preference. I need to double-check this interpretation of the variable before using, as I cannot verify it from my notes. Prefecture-level data only. 
