Rwanda Refugee Analysis
Out of Rwanda


Major Time Trends

1960s- Tutsi political persecution began in 1959 and lasted continuously through 1973.

1980s- Increased persecution under the Habyarimana regime

1994- Civil war movement
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Tanzania- In 1988-89 a small famine in Rwanda drove thousands of people towards Tanzania in search of food.
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DRC-  Traditional community in Zaire from the 1920s when migrants moved to the Belgian Congo for economic reasons.

Out of Africa


Major Time Trends

1994- The primary ‘out of Africa’ movement in 1994 was to Canada followed by a 1995 movement to Belgium.  The Canada and Belgium movements continued to increase.

1997- There is another spike to France and the USA.  This movement could be attributed to opponents of the Kagame/RPF government or people concerned with impending justice processes. 

1998- All countries continue to receive an increase in refugees with a more gradual increase.  The Netherlands is also included.
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Back to Rwanda


Major Time Trends

1960-1970s

1970s-1990s- There is a graduate increase of repatriation from Burundi generally attributed to increased fighting in Burundi and Hutu persecution.

1982- 1986- Return movement from Uganda.  In December 1983 Rwandan refugees in Uganda were targeted and about 19,000 were driven out of the country (both back to Rwanda and into Tanzania).


Country Trends

DRC

Uganda-  The December 1980 election of Milton Obote spurred a number of guerrilla movements and civil war in Uganda through the 1980s.  IN 1990-91 about 3,000 Tutsis civilian refugees followed the RPF invasion back into Rwanda.
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