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HEADLINE: Cyprien Ntaryamira, 39, Tried to End Burundi's Strife
BYLINE:  By RICHARD PEREZ-PENA 
Tribal warfare brought Cyprien Ntaryamira to power in Burundi and dominated his brief presidency, which reportedly ended yesterday when the plane in which he was traveling was shot down in the neighboring country of Rwanda.

Mr. Ntaryamira, 39, was the second member of the majority Hutu tribe to become head of state since Burundi gained independence from Belgium in 1962. The first was his predecessor, Melchior Ndadaye, who was assassinated on Oct. 21, along with several members of his cabinet, by factions of the minority Tutsi tribe, which has dominated the Government for most of the country's modern history, and which still dominates the military. 

Burundi, like Rwanda, has been plagued by war between Hutus and Tutsis. The most recent fighting began with Mr. Ndadaye's assassination and has claimed 100,000 lives and left more than one million refugees, according to aid agencies.

In 1972, during a period of bloody repression of the Hutus, Mr. Ntaryamira left Burundi for Rwanda, an exile that would last 11 years.

During the violence, which followed an unsuccessful attempt to overthrow Prime Minister Michel Micombero, 100,000 to 200,000 Hutus were killed, another 200,000 fled to Rwanda, Zaire and Tanzania, and all Hutu elements were purged from the military.

When Mr. Ntaryamira returned in 1983, he took a post with the Foreign Ministry and became a founder of the Front for Democracy, the multi-ethnic party led by Mr. Ndadaye.

When Mr. Ndadaye was elected President last June, he appointed Mr. Ntaryamira, whose professional background was in agricultural engineering, as his agriculture minister, an important position in a country whose primary source of revenue is coffee exports.

In January, more than two months after Mr. Ndadaye was killed, the National Assembly elected Mr. Ntaryamira to lead the country of 5.5 million people.

Unable to gain control of the Tutsi-led military, Mr. Ntaryamira could not put an end to the violence. Fighting around the capital, Bujumbura, escalated a month ago when 200 Hutus were massacred, reportedly by soldiers. The army largely disregarded Mr. Ntaryamira's request that it withdraw from positions in the predominantly Hutu suburbs around the capital.
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HEADLINE: 2 Africa Leaders Die, U.N. Says; Rocket May Have Downed Plane
BYLINE:  By PAUL LEWIS,   Special to The New York Times 
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, April 6
The Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi, two small and troubled Central African countries, were killed today in a plane crash, United Nations officials said. Rwandan diplomats said the plane had been hit by gunfire or a rocket as it approached the airport at Kigali, the capital of Rwanda.

The deaths of the two Presidents, Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda and Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi, were first announced by radio stations in the two countries, then by the French Embassy in Kigali, United Nations officials said. 

The two men were returning from Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, where they and other African leaders had met in an attempt to end the ethnic warfare that has recently devastated Rwanda and Burundi. Fighting between the Hutu and Tutsi tribes in each country has left thousands dead, and hundreds of thousands of refugees have fled in recent months.

[Heavy fighting broke out around the presidential palace in Rwanda on Thursday, hours after news of the deaths of the two presidents spread, Reuters reported residents as saying. The news agency said that explosions rocked Kigali but added that residents could not immediately tell who was fighting whom.]

The Defense Ministry said in a statement that the assassin who shot down the presidential plane was still unidentified.
At the United Nations, Rwanda's representative, Jean Damascene Bizimana, said the plane had been hit by a rocket. "It was not an accident," he said. "It was an assassination. There was rocket fire at the plane. The plane was brought down as it was landing, and the two Presidents were killed."

He added that the plane had caught fire as it hit the ground and that there were no survivors.

The French Embassy in Kigali said that there were 10 people aboard the plane, and that none had survived.

Mr. Bizimana called the death of the two Presidents a tragedy because it came at a critical moment as both countries were trying to end ethnic violence and civil war.
 
U.N. Force in Rwanda

"For both of us it's a tragedy for many reasons," he said, "because we are at the beginning of our peace process. And in Burundi the situation is very difficult. We both count very much on the support of the international community and the United Nations."

Mr. Bizimana said that "enemies of peace" were responsible for the assassination but that it was too soon to know for certain who was involved.

This month's Security Council president, Colin Keating of New Zealand, appealed for calm in Rwanda and Burundi and called upon their people to refrain from any further violence. He also extended the Council's condolences to the families of the two men.

The United Nations recently deployed a 2,500-member peacekeeping force in Rwanda to try to stabilize the country and restore order, but it has so far rejected appeals for a similar force to be sent to Burundi.

At the Dar es Salaam meeting, President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania had pleaded for an end to the months of violent tribal conflict in Rwanda and Burundi between the Hutu, who are the majority tribe in both countries, and the rival Tutsi minority. Both the dead Presidents were Hutu.

"Now is the time to say 'no' to a Bosnia on our doorstep," Mr. Mwinyi had told the two Presidents. "Now is the time to insure that hostilities are not passed on to the children of Rwanda and Burundi."

The meeting was the latest foray in a diplomatic offensive by President Mwinyi, who is also trying to put together an African peacekeeping force in Burundi. The United States has suspended its $16 million aid program to Burundi.
 
Burundi Leader Assassinated

The situation in Burundi, which like Rwanda was once a Belgian colony, has deteriorated sharply since last October, when its previous President, Melchior Ndadaye, and several members of his Cabinet were assassinated during a short-lived military coup.

Relief agencies have estimated that as many as 100,000 people may have been killed in wave after wave of tribal fighting between Hutu and Tutsi. The Tutsi, who make up some 14 percent of Burundi's population, have long dominated the army and the Government, as they have in Rwanda. 
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BODY:
The neighboring African countries of Rwanda and Burundi have been plunged into unimaginable anarchy and bloodshed. This week's violence -- the plane crash that killed the two nations' Presidents, the police and army rampage that has killed over a thousand people in Kigali, the Rwandan capital -- was only the latest convulsion in decades of ethnic warfare. Relief agencies estimate that 100,000 people have died in Burundi since October.

The death of Burundi's President, Cyprien Ntaryamira -- who was returning from a peace conference in Tanzania when his plane was reportedly shot down -- brought back a vivid memory of my meeting with his predecessor, Melchior Ndadaye, in Washington on Oct. 7. It also recalled troubling questions about how the West often views the prospects for "democracy" in countries like Burundi. 

At 40, President Ndadaye was his country's first Hutu leader, despite the overwhelming majority (about 85 percent) of his ethnic group in the population. He was also the first democratically elected head of state -- ever -- in Burundi. He envisioned Burundi as a multi-ethnic nation in which the long bloody rivalries of the Hutu and Tutsi peoples would be set aside.

Mr. Ndadaye came to meet with State Department officials. As he outlined his plans for Burundi, I could not help but be taken by his youthful vigor and commitment. He had been moving decisively since his election in June taking firm steps to strengthen the fledgling democratic transition. He had renounced revenge and was creating a Government of reconciliation -- by including prominent Tutsis in his Cabinet, freeing most political prisoners and allowing the return of exiled dissidents from both ethnic groups.

Enormous tasks faced President Ndadaye. His nation had known nothing but a tangled history of tribal conflict, European colonialism, monarchy and military rule. He had begun to plan the costly repatriation of a large number of refugees -- perhaps 200,000 people (he himself had spent 11 years in exile in Rwanda).

He had to build democratic institutions from the ground floor -- an undertaking requiring parliamentary training, civic education and the strengthening of nongovernmental organizations. The challenge was to adapt these institutions to the unique circumstances of his country rather than merely clone a Western model.

And he had to address Burundi's all-consuming foreign debt, which was crushing the economic progress so crucial to stability. Mr. Ndadaye knew it would require more than foreign aid and thus he also met with with American business leaders, hoping to interest them in trade and investment.

I left our meeting with admiration for his aspirations and determination. Two weeks later, he was dead, assassinated on his return to Burundi in a coup attempt by Tutsi members of the military. His death, and now that of Cyprien Ntaryamira, have fueled more ethnic slaughter and spurred the exodus of as many as a million Hutus to neighboring countries, where many face starvation.

But the tragedy is wider than that. What has happened in Burundi and Rwanda may reinforce a widely held view in the West that democratic roots simply will not sprout in some African countries, which are often seen as hybrid political creations throwing together tribes and cultures whose only common heritage, unless held in check by a brutal dictatorship, is warfare against one another.

There may be some truth to this view -- but it does not apply only to Africa. Ancient hatreds and a lack of democratic traditions also lie behind the struggle in several former Soviet republics and of course in Bosnia. Africa's smaller nations continue their bloodshed and turmoil largely out of sight, often considered a lost cause.

President Ndadaye knew what he was up against. He was no innocent who believed that his election would resolve centuries of bitter history overnight. He knew that reconciliation was fundamental to his governmental and social reforms, even while he sought international support and economic stability.

That he failed must not be taken as proof that Burundi is impervious to reform. It is another signal to the West that we cannot push democracy faster than it can be assimilated. Africa's most populous nation, Nigeria, remains a vivid example of this point. Reports this week about a global Nigerian drug trafficking network, run with the protection of the Government, suggest that the label "democracy" cannot be used to cover up a corrupt dictatorship.

We must recognize that a single free election does not a democracy make. In promoting democracy abroad, U.S. foreign policy must take into account the possibility -- the probability -- of failures like that in Burundi. When they happen, we must continue to offer our support and the necessary financial aid, trying to insure that it is kept out of the hands of corrupt officials and instead goes directly to the leaders and grass-roots organizations that truly make up the foundation of democracy.

We must not attempt to impose a "made in America" democratic model on other countries, especially where cultural and ethnic divisions are ancient and bloody. What works for us will not necessarily work in Burundi or similar ethnic cauldrons. Certain principles -- freedom of speech and association, and the secret ballot -- may be essential, but the details of the democratic process must accommodate historical reality.

We must not give up on nations like Burundi. Only with the help of the free world will Burundi, Rwanda and other struggling African nations inch toward a place in a peaceful global order.
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BYLINE: By Pauline Jelinek
DATELINE: MULINDI, Rwanda
 Soldiers terrorized the Rwandan capital of Kigali for a second day Friday in an orgy of ethnic bloodletting. The International Red Cross said its workers in the Central African capital reported "hundreds and hundreds of dead and thousands of injured" and some reports said thousands of people were killed.

Late in the day, diplomats reported the formation of a new interim government and said a cease-fire was reached between rival factions.

"There has been significant improvement in the situation," United Nations Security Council President Colin Keating said in New York. 

Early this morning, a contingent of 280 French troops landed at and secured the Kigali airport. The troops were sent to prepare for the possible evacuation of French citizens, the Foreign Ministry said in Paris.

The fighting, between the Hutu and Tutsi tribal groups, broke out after the presidents of Rwanda and neighboring Burundi died Wednesday in a plane crash in the Rwandan capital.

The Rwandan government said the plane was shot down by unidentified attackers. UN officials were prevented from going to the crash site to investigate.

In the hours after the crash, troops killed Rwanda's prime minister, about 20 priests and nuns and dozens of aid workers, according to reports from diplomats, UN officials and humanitarian groups in Kigali. Soldiers tortured and killed at least 10 UN peacekeepers, reports said.

None of the estimated 255 Americans in Rwanda was reported hurt. However, the U.S. State Department was considering plans to evacuate the Americans and other foreign nationals.

A UN statement said the interim government was named by a "crisis committee" that included representatives of the army and the police.

It made no mention of the hard-line Hutu presidential guard, and without the guard, the effectiveness of the cease-fire would be lessened. But the statement said violence was abating.

"The cease-fire did not take hold immediately, but by all accounts the level of fighting has diminished significantly," a UN prepared statement said.

The presidential guard, whose 700 soldiers are dominated by hard-liners from the Hutus, was blamed for most of the violence.
UN officials said they were awaiting reaction to the interim government from the rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front, which agreed to the cease-fire on condition that it was not attacked.
Rebel leaders, who signed a peace accord with the government last year, earlier threatened to take up arms again if the violence did not stop quickly.

Rwanda's soldiers are mainly Hutu, while the former rebel group is dominated by minority Tutsis. The two groups have been locked in ethnic conflict for decades.

Early Friday, the International Red Cross coordinator in Kigali, Jean-Pascal Chappa, said, "The capital has already been the scene of massacres," he said. He said there were at least 1,000 dead, with most victims Tutsis.

The humanitarian group Doctors Without Borders said in Paris that it had counted 400 dead at Kigali's main hospital morgue.

A British Broadcasting Corp. reporter quoted Red Cross delegates in Kigali as saying they had seen thousands of bodies in the city's streets and yards.

The U.S. government reported a gun battle near the American ambassador's residence, but said there was no indication that Americans were being targeted. It said the main fighting appeared to have shifted to the capital's outskirts.

About 200 people, including dozens of non-Americans, took taken refuge in the U.S. compound, said Prudence Bushnell, acting deputy U.S. secretary of state for African affairs. Under an agreement with the Rwandan government, no U.S. Marines guard the American facilities.

The only American military forces near Rwanda are 2,200 Marines aboard the amphibious assault ship Peleliu, sailing off the coast of Somalia.

Plans were made to evacuate all but a few American diplomats. The U.S. Embassy was closed.

Diplomats said it was calm in Burundi's capital, Bujumbura, where the government proclaimed a three-day period of mourning. 
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HEADLINE: April 3-9: Two Presidents Die;
Peace Talks A Casualty of Tribal War In Rwandan Capital
BYLINE:  By PAUL LEWIS  
Last week a plane crash killing two African presidents touched off bloody clashes between tribal factions in the Rwandan capital of Kigali. Estimates from observers in the capital put the death toll in the thousands.

The crisis began Wednesday when the plane carrying the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi, two tiny countries in central Africa, was shot down at the Kigali airport by unidentified attackers. The two leaders had been attending peace talks in Tanzania. 

The death of Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana, a 57-year-old former army officer who had led his country for almost 20 years, ignited brutal street fighting and threatened efforts to end decades of civil war between its minority Tutsi tribe and the majority Hutu. Most of the killing has been attributed to the Presidential Guard, which is loyal to the slain leader.

Several prominent Hutu politicians were reported slain along with opposition figures, civilians and at least 10 peacekeeping soldiers.

In neighboring Burundi, which has also been plagued by warfare between Tutsi and Hutu factions, the death of 39-year-old President Cyprien Ntaryamira, its second Hutu leader, sparked no bloodshed.

The United States, Belgium and France were mobilizing Saturday to evacuate their citizens, as caravans of foreigners were moving away from the capital, trying to reach Burundi or neighboring Zaire.   PAUL LEWIS
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HEADLINE: CARNAGE ABATES IN RWANDA
BYLINE: BY PAULINE JELINEK
JOURNAL-CODE: PHI
ABSTRACT:
Rwandans loot aid warehouses, Kigali, Rwanda, as tribal fighting abates after three days of savagery; doctors say soldiers slaughtered at least 100 patients in their hospital beds; relief officials put death toll at up to 10,000 people in Kigali alone; Americans and other foreigners flee nation, many for neighboring Burundi; photos (M)
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 HEADLINE: A Genocide Evaded
BODY:
BURUNDI CANNOT be the way the nations of the world "do" ethnic wars. In that small central African place and in plain view, a tragedy is building on the lines of the one that ravaged neighboring Rwanda in 1994 -- with a difference. In Rwanda the United Nations mobilized some sort of response, however inadequate. In Burundi, it's mobilizing nothing. The secretary general has urged the Security Council, again, at least to protect foreign relief workers and human rights monitors, who are suffering violent attacks, if not also to send in a military force to protect citizens of Burundi, who face what a U.N. investigator called "an increasingly marked genocidal trend of a socio-ethnic nature." The Security Council backed off. 

Think about it: The crime being conducted is genocide, the worst that one people can commit upon another. The perpetrators apparently want all foreign observers removed before they go into high gear. Timely, repeated and increasingly urgent warning has been given to the Security Council, charged by charter and now by direct appeal to act. But precious little, it seems, is being done.

The United Nations is heavily influenced in this instance by the United States, and the United States by its own past misfortunes and political embarrassments in Somalia, Haiti and Bosnia. In American discourse, the messy and uncertain work of treating such situations has come to be dismissed as "social work" remote from a discernible "national interest." The standards for engagement become rules for nonengagement. Success is measured in terms not of genocides deterred but of quagmires avoided. Burundi fits this pattern.

The trouble here is that American political requirements, which have their logic, have come to impede international action. But the relief of the Rwandas and Burundis should not hang on Washington's own readiness to help out. There needs to be a force available for some sort of showing of international concern. It can only be a United Nations force. But if it is to be a U.N. force, it can have only a minor commitment from the United States. More American participation is not a guarantee of effectiveness, but an obstacle. Many nations are content to hide behind American detachment. Others are entitled to say that if Washington is not to lead, it must get out of the way.
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HEADLINE: STRIFE IN RWANDA: THE FIGHTING;
Deaths in Rwanda Fighting Said to Be 20,000 or More
BYLINE:  By WILLIAM E. SCHMIDT,   Special to The New York Times 
DATELINE: BUJUMBURA, Burundi, April 10
As fighting between rival tribal factions in neighboring Rwanda appeared to slacken today, relief workers in Kigali, the capital, estimated the death toll from four days of ethnic warfare and reprisal killings at more than 20,000.
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HEADLINE: RWANDAN REFUGEES FORM A RIVER OF HUMAN MISERY
BYLINE: BY TERRY LEONARD
JOURNAL-CODE: MH
More than 100,000 refugees move out of Kigali, Rwanda, following widespread violence; convoy of luxury cars, apparently loaded with high government officials and escorted by armored cars, reportedly flee to Gitarama following death of Pres Juvenal Habyarimana; estimated 20,000 people have been killed in a week of warfare between Hutus and Tutsis; photo (M)
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HEADLINE: Death Toll in Rwanda Is Said to Top 100,000;
U.N. Votes to Pull Out Most Peacekeepers
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BYLINE: Julia Preston, Special to The Washington Post
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, April 21, 1994
The International Committee of the Red Cross said today that more than 100,000 Rwandans may have been killed in the past two weeks of ethnic slaughter and called the tribal violence in the central African nation a "human tragedy on a scale we have rarely witnessed."
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HEADLINE: UN Forces Out of Rwanda; 
Refugees Crowd 'Death Traps'
BYLINE: By Jennifer Parmelee
DATELINE: ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia
As United Nations forces retreated from Rwanda on Friday, fears mounted for the safety of hundreds of thousands of civilians trapped by violence that is estimated to have claimed up to 100,000 lives.
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Political unrest in Rwanda, where more than 100,000 people have been shot or hacked to death in two weeks, reviewed; map (L)
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 HEADLINE: Deaths Climb on Bloody Rwanda Sunday
BYLINE: By Peter Smerdon
DATELINE: NAIROBI, Kenya
 
As in many of the other massacres in the war mainly between the majority Hutu and minority Tutsi, death tolls are difficult to calculate. Aid agencies estimate 100,000 people have been killed since April 6 -- more than 5,500 dead daily.
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HEADLINE: U.N., Aid Officials Say Mass Killings Are Spreading in Rwanda
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BYLINE: Keith B. Richburg, Washington Post Foreign Service
DATELINE: NAIROBI, April 25, 1994
 U.N. and relief agency officials said it appeared that the roving Hutu death squads blamed for most of the estimated 100,000 killings in the capital over the past two weeks were also at work in the countryside, as part of a systematic campaign against Tutsi tribesmen that one relief official here called "genocide."
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HEADLINE: Rwandan Rebels Call Truce, but Bloodshed Goes On
SERIES: Occasional
BYLINE: Keith B. Richburg, Washington Post Foreign Service
DATELINE: NAIROBI, Kenya, April 26, 1994
The rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic Front, drawn principally from the minority Tutsi tribe, have been battling the government and its armed forces, which are both dominated by Rwanda's Hutu majority, since 1990. Their conflict flared into ethnic bloodletting after President Juvenal Habyarimana was killed in an airplane crash on April 6. Since then, an estimated 100,000 people have been killed in battles between troops and rebels and in tribal massacres.
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HEADLINE: 250,000 Flee Rwanda for Tanzania;
Ethnic Warfare May Have Killed 200,000, U.N. Says
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BYLINE: Julia Preston, Special to The Washington Post
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, April 29, 1994
More than 250,000 refugees fleeing ethnic carnage in Rwanda have surged in a human tidal wave into neighboring Tanzania within a 24-hour period, U.N. officials said today, calling it "the largest and fastest exodus" the United Nations has ever seen.
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali reported today that as many as 200,000 people -- twice the former estimate -- may have died in the civil war and ethnic massacres that erupted after the deaths of the leaders of Rwanda and Burundi in a suspicious plane crash April 6. He also said more tribal carnage is feared between the majority Hutus and minority Tutsis.
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HEADLINE: Horror in Rwanda, Shame in the U.N.
Even in a century inured to carnage, the killings in Rwanda evoke a special horror. Machetes are the common weapon in massacres that began with the April 6 death of the Rwandan President in a still-mysterious air crash. The killings are selective: highest on the target list are Rwandans known to be educated or to favor human rights; possession of eyeglasses can be fatal. Thus to rampaging gangs of ethnic butchers who have claimed as many as 250,000 lives, a diploma is a death certificate.
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HEADLINE: Death Knows No Borders
SERIES: Occasional
BYLINE: Michael Williamson
Burial crews of six Rwandan refugee men share duties as gravediggers and pallbearers. Four carry the body in a stretcher made of the same blue tarp that houses living camp dwellers, now totaling nearly 300,000
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HEADLINE: The Toll in Rwanda: Estimates at Best
BYLINE:  By LAWRENCE VAN GELDER 
Although estimates of the death toll in the tribal strife that has engulfed Rwanda since early April have ranged as high as 500,000, the United Nations, the State Department and agencies involved in the relief effort concede that there are no accurate figures.

Chaos within the country has made the task of counting the dead all but impossible, and as a result news reports, including those in The New York Times, have included death-toll estimates ranging from the tens of thousands to half a million. Some relief agencies note that they have no personnel within Rwanda and that their resources are devoted to helping the living rather than totaling the dead. 

"We see bodies, of course, but since our purpose there is to tend to the living, that's where the focus of our energies is," said Roy Williams, vice president for overseas programs of the International Rescue Committee, a private nongovernmental organization that is helping Rwandan refugees in Tanzania. "In our experience, without any malice intended, typically we find that these figures tend to be inflated involuntarily."

Thomas Kent, international editor of The Associated Press, observed: "It's a tough situation. We're saying now that U.N. and aid groups estimate 200,000 slain."

"These are soft figures," said Fred Eckhard, a United Nations spokesman. He speculated that some of the estimates might have come from trained specialists dispatched to Rwanda from Burundi and Uganda by the United Nations Rwanda Emergency Office in Nairobi, Kenya, as well as from nongovernmental organizations involved in relief work.

Mr. Eckhard said that in the course of their work, the specialists sent into Rwanda might have given estimates of the number of dead.

Last month, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the United Nations Secretary General, put the death toll at 200,000.

A State Department official said: "Who knows how many people have been killed there? I think the simple answer is, nobody knows."
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Temple University Prof Stanley Newman Op-Ed article notes that over past month and half, estimated 500,000 Rwandans have been put to death in struggle between rival Hutus and Tutsis tribes; contends that forces in Rwanda have been unleashed that cannot be stopped by outside intervention (M)
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BYLINE: Jennifer Parmelee, Special to The Washington Post
DATELINE: ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, May 30, 1994
Atwood said the more than $ 1.5 billion spent by the U.S. government in an effort to halt starvation and anarchy in Somalia had spotlighted in Washington the need to prevent -- rather than respond to -- humanitarian calamities in Africa. So, he said, has "the holocaust" in Rwanda, where the United Nations has estimated that 200,000 people have been killed in tribal massacres and battles.
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HEADLINE: Rwanda Toll Put at 500,000
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS
At least 500,000 unarmed civilians have been murdered in Rwanda since April and the mass extermination of Tutsis by Hutu troops was planned months in advance, a UN report said Friday.
The report, by a three-member commission of African jurists, said some reliable estimates put the number of victims at close to 1 million but the exact figure will never be known.
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 HEADLINE: U.N. Warned On Violence In Burundi; Security Council Told Situation Deteriorates
BYLINE: John M. Goshko, Washington Post Staff Writer
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, Jan. 18 
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali warned the Security Council today that a major international initiative is urgently required to prevent violence in Burundi from turning into a wave of ethnic slaughter of the magnitude that caused 500,000 deaths in neighboring Rwanda.

 While the worst massacres have been in Rwanda, more than 100,000 people have been killed in Burundi in the last two years as the result of clashes between the Tutsi-dominated army and Hutu rebels. Burundi has a population of 6 million.

The United States has been in the forefront of countries opposing dispatch of troops because, U.S. officials say, the Rwanda situation does not meet the Clinton administration's criteria for peacekeeping missions.

These specify that such missions should have a clearly defined goal and have resolved in advance such questions as who will contribute and pay for troops and how long they should stay.

At the same time, U.S. officials say the administration does not want to be in the position of having allowed the Burundi killing to escalate unchecked.

Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, visited Burundi today as part of a tour of African trouble spots, and the officials said her goal is to explore possible steps, short of military intervention, that the United States might be able to support.
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HEADLINE: Tribal Labels Mask African Power Struggle; In Rwanda and Burundi, Ethnic Politics Is Letting More Blood
BYLINE: Stephen Buckley, Washington Post Foreign Service
DATELINE: NAIROBI, Kenya 

In Burundi, a nation of 6 million, about 30 people are killed daily as fighting between the Tutsi-dominated army and Hutu militias has paralyzed the economy and displaced as many as 200,000 people. 

The government in neighboring Rwanda, a nation of 7.5 million people, has been struggling for legitimacy since overthrowing the regime under which majority Hutus massacred about 500,000 Tutsis in 1994. Four key Hutu officials have departed the government in recent months, and although they were replaced by Hutus, the resignations have stirred doubts about the new regime's will to resist the ethnic divisiveness that brought the country to its knees.
Over the next 100 days, Rwanda's Hutus, led by the army and government-backed militias, slaughtered at least a half-million Tutsis. Tutsi-led rebels eventually overwhelmed the Hutu forces and set up a new, broad-based government. About 2 million Hutus, fearing revenge killings, fled into neighboring nations.

Burundi remained calm after the crash, defying predictions of violence on the scale of 1993, when between 50,000 and 100,000 Burundians were killed after Melchior Ndadaye, a Hutu who was the country's first elected president, was assassinated.
 seizes power in July. An estimated 500,000 are killed in the massacres and civil war. 1995-96 -- Sporadic conflict in Burundi between the Tutsi-led army and Hutu militias results in about 30 deaths per day. This church in Ntarama, Rwanda, was the scene of the April 15, 1994, massacre of 2,500 Tutsis by Hutu militiamen who blasted their way inside.
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HEADLINE: NEWS SUMMARY
 International A2-14
UNCOVERING RWANDA'S DEAD

In the largest effort of its kind since World War II, forensic experts are excavating mass graves holding thousands of bodies in Rwanda to provide evidence for a United Nations tribunal. A4
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HEADLINE: From a Grave in Rwanda, Hundreds of Dead Tell Their Tale
BYLINE:  By JAMES C. McKINLEY Jr. 
DATELINE: KIBUYE, Rwanda
BODY:
 
The victims were mostly members of the Tutsi minority from Kibuye, a lakeshore town on the western edge of this tiny Central African country. For a hundred days in 1994, Tutsi people were herded into the church and hacked to death by members of the Hutu majority. Investigators believe there are hundreds of graves like this one across the country. They hold at least 500,000 victims, officials say. This is the same number – does this prove it’s a fake number?
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HEADLINE: Boutros-Ghali Seeks Standby Force to Prevent Massacre in Burundi
BYLINE: John M. Goshko, Washington Post Staff Writer
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 16
 Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali has urged the U.N. Security Council to consider creating a standby multinational force of up to 25,000 troops ready to intervene in the small African country of Burundi to prevent ethnic violence from becoming a slaughter like the one that caused approximately 500,000 deaths in neighboring Rwanda.
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HEADLINE: U.N. Assesses Psychic Scars Left on Rwandan Children by Killings
BYLINE:  By BARBARA CROSSETTE  
DATELINE: UNITED NATIONS, March 7
 For the children of Rwanda, the genocidal massacres of 1994 that left an estimated half million people dead were not horrors that happened in somebody's else house, but before their eyes, according to a report to be published on Friday.
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FOR THE RECORD
 CORRECTION: Because of a reporting error, an incorrect fraction was used in an article in yesterday's Health & Science section on the forensic investigation of a massacre site in Rwanda. The 46 bodies found on the surface represented 1/10,000th of the death toll throughout Rwanda from the ethnic strife of early 1994.
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HEADLINE: Justice in Exile
BYLINE:  By Philip Gourevitch;   Philip Gourevitch, a contributing editor at The Forward, is writing a book on Rwanda.

It's true: The crimes committed against humanity in 1994 in Rwanda can never be fully punished. In 100 days, members of the Hutu majority, bent on exterminating the Tutsi minority, murdered at least 800,000 men, women and children. Tens of thousands more were raped or wounded. Victims' property was looted and vandalized. Nobody knows how many people took part. "The majority of the people in this country," Mr. Gahima said. But, he added, "You cannot put all the people who committed these atrocities to death or in prison." 
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HEADLINE: Forget Pluralism as a Policy in Central Africa
 To the Editor:

Your Oct. 31 front-page article about the ancient enmities producing continuing clashes between the Hutu and Tutsi communities in Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi brings back memories of my experiences with the genocide in Burundi when I was the United States Ambassador there from 1969 to 1972.

The 1972 Hutu-Tutsi confrontation, resulting in more than 150,000 deaths, was violent and ferocious. In my research on the two communities, I found that the Hutu-Tutsi alienation had been reported by the Germans and Belgians during their colonial administrations from 1894 until 1962. Outbreaks of fighting were controlled by those colonial powers. 
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HEADLINE: Death, Depredation All Goma Has Left; People of Zairian Town Gather Bodies, Booty
BYLINE: Stephen Buckley, Washington Post Foreign Service
DATELINE: GOMA, Zaire

The fighting in Goma has forced the refugees farther into Zaire, out of reach of relief groups. Most of the refugees are Rwandan Hutus who fled their country in 1994 after a Tutsi-led rebel force stopped the slaughter of Tutsis by Hutu extremists. Of the 1.1 million who settled in Zaire, close to its border with Rwanda, about 700,000 gathered in camps near Goma.
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HEADLINE: Refugee Trek in Zaire: Illness, Thirst and Death
BYLINE:  By JAMES C. McKINLEY Jr.  
DATELINE: GISENYI, Rwanda, Nov. 6

Most of the Hutu refugees who came into the Nkamira transit camp last night had left Rwanda two years ago. About 1.2 million Hutu streamed out of Rwanda in 1994, fearing reprisals from an advancing Tutsi army for the massacre of at least 500,000 Tutsi civilians. The genocidal attacks were led by the Hutu militias and troops loyal to the former, Hutu-led Rwandan Government.
 
The Washington Post
November 21, 1996, Thursday, Final Edition

SECTION: A SECTION; Pg. A32
HEADLINE: 'We Do Not Know If They Will Kill Again'; Tutsis Greet Returning Hutus With Suspicion
BYLINE: Stephen Buckley, Washington Post Foreign Service
DATELINE: KANOMBE, Rwanda, Nov. 20
 Emmanuel Munyemana will never again look upon Hutus without being pricked by suspicion and rage.

In April 1994, extremists among Rwanda's Hutu ethnic majority began a campaign of mass slaughter that would kill at least a half-million people, most of them members of Munyemana's Tutsi tribe. They mauled and shot to death Munyemana's mother, father and eight siblings.
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BYLINE:  By JAMES C. McKINLEY Jr. 
DATELINE: GOMA, Zaire, Nov. 28

Leaving Goma, the convoy tore off westward about 18 miles, past the gargantuan ruins of Mugunga camp, where until recently 400,000 refugees had lived, and into the rundown little town of Sake.

 The proposed intervention force has been hamstrung for weeks. Both the Tutsi-controlled Rwandan Government and the Zairian Tutsi rebels, who have strong ties to Rwanda's leaders, have said troops are no longer needed and have made it plain they will not allow foreign forces to operate in their territories. They argue that most of the refugees -- about 700,000 -- have already gone home and that the rest are on the way.

It remains unclear how many refugees are left in Zaire. United Nations officials say there may be as many as 750,000 scattered in the hills of North and South Kivu, but United States military officials said those estimates were exaggerated. Reconnaissance aircraft have spotted fewer than 200,000 refugees, the American officials said.
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HEADLINE: News Summary
 MORE REFUGEES EMERGE IN ZAIRE
 
Telling tales of atrocities, about 7,500 Hutu refugees emerged from the mountains of eastern Zaire, the vanguard of about 40,000 refugees believed to be inching north along the Rwandan border.   
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HEADLINE: 2 HUTU MEN GET DEATH IN FIRST GENOCIDE TRIAL
BYLINE: BY ARMANDO FRANCA
JOURNAL-CODE: PHI
Rwandan court sentences to death 2 Hutu men, Deo Bizimana and Egide Gatanaza, in nation's first efforts to punish those responsible for '94 genocide of half million people; photo (M)
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Convicted in genocide
A Rwandan court sentenced two Rwandan Hutu men to death Friday, in the first death penalties handed down in the 1994 genocide of some 800,000 people. Deo Bizimana, a former hospital aide, and Egide Gatanaza, a former local administrator, will either be hanged or executed by firing squad. They were the first to be convicted of genocide and crimes against humanity among 1,946 Rwandans, mostly Hutus, accused of planning the slaughter of minority Tutsis.
